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A series of events were held throughout the year, 
culminating in the burial of a 3,000 lb Time Capsule
 to be opened at our 300th Anniversary!

Included in this chapter:

- Overview and highlights of yearlong activities
- Newspaper articles describing and publicizing activities
- The flyer mailed to all town residents announcing the June 8, 2013 Parade, 
BBQ, Town Photo, etc.
- Schedule of June 8 activites, displays and musical performances
- Planning and scheduling documents
- Acknowledgement of major participants
- Time Capsule detail and contents
- Our Town Photo, June 8, 2013 (700+ town’s people)



 
                                        250th Anniversary Celebration  
 
                                                (June 8, 2013 – June 7, 2014) 
 

      It was an extraordinary Anniversary year, filled with numerous fun, educational and 
Community building activities.  This chapter is intended to document the activities as well as the 
comprehensive planning, promotional and production processes (begun in the Fall of 2012) that 
enabled these events to come to life.  
            
     The 250th Anniversary Planning Committee would like to thank our town residents, family and 
friends who participated to make these unique events a great success.  We received loads of 
positive feed-back, much of it centering on how these activities brought us together as a 
community and suggestion that we should do more of this type activity in the future.  I know I 
speak for our diehard committee members, that the effort invested to conceive and produce 
events enjoyable to the broad spectrum of town folk, families, children, adults, history buffs, music 
lovers, friends and neighbors was truly a labor of love.  
        
**   250th Anniversary Day - June 8 Festivities:      
      The day’s events began with a fabulous parade coordinated by our Road Foreman Nate 
Sullivan.  The misty morning and thankfully warm light rain did not damper the spirit of townsfolk 
clustered along the River Road beginning at Lower English Settlement, culminating at Town Hall.  
Word having spread during weeks prior, the parade encompassed broad community participation 
including:  Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Cub Scouts, Brownies, Little League baseball, Color Guard, 
Hannifords Fife & Drum Corps., 4H Club, Poker Hill School, street yoga acrobats Abbi Jaffe and 
friends, Mary Hill banner brigade, Emily Diffenderffer VW bus & children, Red Cross, Fire 
Department, antique automobiles.  There were more tractors, Farm, Fire and Town vehicles than 
most of us had ever seen in one place at any one time.  The excitement and joy seen on 
children's and adult's faces alike gave me goose bumps. Parade announcer Bill Wilson read the 
history of Underhill from the steps of Town Hall as the parade worked its way down the River 
Road on in to Underhill Center.  
      Immediately following the Parade as the crowd gathered in front of Town Hall, Sue Kusserrow 
having distributed word sheets, led a sing along of popular songs from the past 200 years.  Sue 
kept the crowd occupied while Photographer Martin Miles prepared to take “the Town 
Photograph” a memento including 800+/- residents.  Utilizing a most ingenious technique to 
insure all eyes open, Martin instructed the crowd:  "now close your eyes and when I count to 
three, open your eyes and say 250th Anniversary."  Brilliant!   Aroma from the Kurt & Donna 
Johnson hamburger, hot dog grill team drew folks to the big tent area behind Town Hall for the 
“main course” Chicken Barbecue dinner and afternoon's activities.  Jason and Michaela Crooks 
entertained children of all ages with the, sawdust /candy pile, dunking booth, greased climbing 
pole, ongoing games and races.  
      Numerous talented local musicians coordinated by Sarah Bahr (also a violinist) entertained us 
throughout the day.  There was face painting by Cathy Leathersich, impromptu interviews by 
Joyce Babbitt & student Sianna DesRoches, Pie eating contests lead by Jean Archibald.  Town 
Clerk Sherri Morin, Nancy Bradford and Betsy Page displayed an amazing array of Historical 
memorabilia from the Town vault including the original Town Charter.  Pat Lamphere shared 
family treasures including a musket rifle.  Scott Tower displayed detailed Ancestry family tree 
lineage posters at our Historic School House #5.  Gary Irish demonstrated the functionality of 
antique tools, machines and gadgets from his extensive private collection, under a large tent set 
up in Ed Moore Park.  Special thanks to Ellen Eccleston, Nancy Davis and Irene Linde for Night 



security, food & sundries provisions & service, large banner from Coke Co. and so much more.  
The day’s activities and fun were captured on digital media by Tim Chamberlin and his sons – 
beautifully edited and now available on DVD!  
 
(Partial list of individuals who provided tractors for the Parade:  Gary Irish, Gael Boardman, 
Chamberlins Paul, Tim & sons, Dolphia Wells, John Wursthorn, Reggie Potvin, Nate Sullivan, Bill 
Russel, Tom Niles, Scott Tobin, Luke Dandurand, Dan Manz, Steve & Nae Guay, Bob 
Ettenburger, Walter & Steve Weir)  
 
 
     Other major projects and activities during the Anniversary year included:     
 
**   Artistic hand painted banners hung along the roadways throughout Town:  Coordinated by 
local artist Mary Hill, thirty three artists, friends and children, produced 86 cheerful scenes on two 
sided banners.  Kurt Johnson and Rick Heh hung the banners on telephone poles throughout “the 
Flatts” and “the Center” to brighten our travel and our days.  We plan to recondition the existing 
banners and encourage a fresh round of artistic expression to generate additional banners for 
following years.   
 
**   Champlain College student Spencer Salinder (Mary Hill’s son) designed two versions of  
250th Anniversary commemorative T-Shirts.  Committee members sold approximately 750 of 
these T-shirts at the three local markets and via word of mouth, in support of our yearlong 
activities and for the benefit of our reinstituted Underhill Historical Society.        
 
**   The Fall Bus tour of Underhill historical sites was a true adventure.  Dan Close (author of "A 
Day on the Bus") navigated some tight squeeze country roads while Gael Boardman and Betty 
Moore treated us to historical perspective, town lore and comic relief stories.  Donuts, Cider, 
Coffee, historical displays and comradery were shared upstairs at Town Hall afterwards.   
   
**   The Pig Roast produced by Nate Sullivan at John & Polly Connell’s Barn provided perfect 
opportunity for delicious "pot luck" accompaniment and excuse to socialize with friends on a 
weather perfect September evening.  
 
**   October Speaker events:   Michael McKnight's discussion group (Ethan Allen's philosophical 
views - Reason: the Only Oracle of Man) and Vince Feeney’s talk (The Irish in Underhill) were 
choice opportunities to gain insight on our notable Vermont and Underhill characters and 
corresponding historical context.  
      
**   The November Contra Dance coordinated by Rick Heh, held at Dave & Rebecca Rogers 
(Mead/Fay) barn, was a hoot with as many as 40 dancers at once moving in synch to the fiddle 
tunes of Brian Perkins, Eileen O'Grady and our own Sarah Barr.  Peter Johnson of the Mad Robin 
Callers did a fantastic job of first describing the various dances (all unique), then talking us 
through step by step, on this thankfully mild and full moon evening.  
      
**   Burial of a Time Capsule (to be opened in 50 years) was delayed until early Summer 2015 – 
the final day of the anniversary year.  The “capsule” consists of a 2,800lb concrete casket vault 
nearly eight feet in length.  Intent was to encapsulate items familiar to us in 2013.  The committee 
collected hundreds of items and documents encompassing subject matter: household, hygiene, 
entertainment, sports, toys, money, social, business and technology including a Keurig coffee 
machine, two cell phones and a laptop computer.  To round out our collection and insure we 
adequately represented our culture, Gael Boardman, Kurt Johnson and Rick Heh went on an 
afternoon shopping adventure to acquire representative sporting equipment, children’s games, 



toys and household goods.  A late breaking idea, we offered parents the opportunity to write a 
letter to their children and/or grandchildren, whom we hope will be around for the mystery and 
excitement fifty years hence when the capsule / vault is unearthed during the Town’s 300th 
anniversary.  To aid our memory as to where and how the capsule was buried, a plaque 
containing necessary information is mounted in our Town Hall office.  This all should prove quite 
interesting for our youth of today (adults in 2063 !) many of whom also contributed an essay with 
predictions on what life may be like 50 years from now.  I wonder how accurate the predictions 
will be ?! 
      
**  The Recording of Interviews of long term citizens project was initiated and captured a half 
dozen detailed conversations with willing townsfolk.  Focus being our senior residents who grew 
up in Underhill preferably in the 1930's / 1940's.  We would like continue this effort and 
acknowledge the challenge being how/where (media) to best store and safeguard these 
recordings.  
 
                    Planning Committee Mission Statement 
            To learn about the past history of the Town of Underhill 
            To honor some of its long-term residents 
            To reach a broad scope of people via meaningful programs 
            To regard and envision its future 
            To carry forward a residual of community pride     
 
       Special acknowledgement to journalist and author Ted Tedford who initiated a call to action 
on Front Porch Forum suggesting back in the early Fall of 2012 that we organize and plan for our 
250th Anniversary; and to Ted and Sue Kusserow who produced Mtn Gazette and other public 
relations articles; and to Sue who regularly instructed us as to proper grammar, punctuation and 
spelling.      
 
 
                           Chair of 250th Anniversary Planning Committee - Rick Heh  

 

 

   



 
Underhill: 250 Years Young 

 
By Phyl Newbeck,  June 6, 2013 

 
The Essex Reporter 

 
 
     Right on the heels of Jericho’s 250th anniversary celebration on June 1, comes the sestercentennial for the town of Underhill on 
June 8.  Jericho celebrated its anniversary with walking tours of its two historic village centers, a historical display at Town Hall, 
recognition of descendants of the town’s original settlers, and a concert by the Vermont National Guard 40th Army Band.   
 
     Underhill has been planning its party for over half a year and it’s looking like it will be a gala event.  The town has already gotten 
into the spirit of things with forty double-sided festive banners which were painted by residents under the direction of artist Mary Hill.  
Hanging from telephone poles, the banners have already elicited praise on the local Front Porch Forum.  Recent rains knocked some 
of the banners down but new brackets have been purchased to get them reinstalled.  In the fall, the banners will be moved to indoor 
locations. 
 
     Since annual events like the Memorial Day Parade and Harvest Market take place in Underhill Flats, members of the anniversary 
committee decided to focus the festivities in Underhill Center.  The anniversary celebration will begin with a 10 a.m. parade which 
will include at least 20 tractors, leading from English Settlement Road to the Underhill Elementary School.  At noon, residents are 
encouraged to gather in front of Town Hall for a town-wide photo to be taken by Martin Miles. The Underhill Jericho Fire Department 
will set up scaffolding across the street for the wide-angle shot.  Miles has suggested that the assembled Underhillians sing happy 
birthday while he composes the shot.  After the picture is taken, people can start smearing barbecue sauce on their smiling faces 
courtesy of a chicken barbecue put on by Weatherbee’s Catering (the same folks who take care of the annual fire department 
barbecue) at Moore Park.  An extra grill has been donated for the day so hamburgers and hotdogs can be added to the feast. 
 
     The afternoon will be filled with a variety of events including music, children’s games and historical displays.  Sarah Barr, a local 
high school student and fiddler, is in charge of the music.  From 12:30 to 5 p.m., a minimum of seven musical acts will perform sets of 
30 to 60 minutes.  The children’s games are all throwbacks to the past and will include a dunking booth, a greased pole, sack races and 
sawdust/candy pile.  Rick Heh, chair of the anniversary committee, said children in three different age groups will be invited 
sequentially to dig in the sawdust pile for wrapped candies.  He has been assured that not only is there enough candy for all but when 
the pile is “recycled” to be used as animal bedding, invariably more is found. Tents have been secured for the various events in case of 
rain and there will be three port-a-lets including one that is handicap accessible. 
 
     There will be historical displays at both Town Hall and School House #5, and a small information booth borrowed from the 
Harvest Market to provide maps and directions.  School House #5 was cleaned and brought up to code for the occasion. Decades of 
storage and trash was removed from the second floor by roughly 25 volunteers.  In the process they found a number of VHS tapes of 
groups of residents talking about the history of the town.  A committee is being formed to look into ways to re-use the old structure 
and continue its rehabilitation.  The old school house will have a display of vintage photographs, enlarged to 8x10, as well as some 
ancestry documents.  Gary Irish’s PowerPoint presentation of Underhill past and present has been converted to DVD and will run as a 
continuous loop in the building.  At Town Hall there will be a collage display of photographs superimposed on oversized maps 
showing former buildings in town. 
 
     A farmers’ market will be set up next to the old school house and a variety of antique farm equipment and vehicles will be on 
display outside in Moore Park. Throughout the afternoon, middle school students will interview citizens so history can be recorded for 
the next anniversary celebration.  At 3 p.m., a no-hands pie eating contest will take place, designed for maximum messiness with 
chocolate cream pie with whipped cream.  The festivities will end with some of the vintage vehicles taking a spin through town. 
 
     In addition to this being Underhill’s 250th anniversary, it is also the centennial for the Underhill-Jericho Fire Department and the 
50th anniversary of the local Boy Scout troop.  The UJFD will have historical displays and equipment at Moore Park and the scouts 
will also provide information on their history in town. 
 
     Heh is looking forward to seeing his committee’s plans come to fruition. “Over the past eight months, our team of volunteers has 
evolved a multitude of ideas into concrete activities catering to all ages,” he said.  “I am especially proud of the beautiful and unique 
banners decorating and setting Underhill apart from all other towns.  For me personally, it has been a pleasure working with our 
diverse group of committed neighbors, who I know feel a great sense of satisfaction in all that we have accomplished leading up to our 
big day.  Let the party begin.”
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The Planning committee, holding banners to be mounted on telephone poles.  Left to right: Ted Tedford, Bill Wilson, Rick Heh, 
Nate Sullivan, Rita St.Germain, Irene Linde, Betsy Page, Nancy Davis, Kurt Johnson, Sarah Barr, Sue Kusserow.  Taking the 
picture:  Abbi Jaffe & Gael Boardman   



LOCAL POSTAL CUSTOMER

Community Project

Old School House #5

May 11, 9am – Noon

Hosted by our Underhill            
Historical Society

* Clear 2nd floor contents

* Building & Grounds Clean-up

* Contact:  Pete Czaja 899-5439 *

Underhill residents Barbeque 
Donations accepted

* For planning purposes we need *
to know how many are coming

Leave a message with one of the following:

Ellen Eccleston – 899-2125

Betsy Page – 899-2123

Nancy Davis – 899-2554                                          

Tell us the number of adults & children





Underhill Buries Vault for 50 Years

Gael Boardman and Kurt Johnson guide as Nate Sullivan lowers the 
3,000 lb capsule into the ground using an excavator.     photo Rick Heh

Underhill’s residents buried a 3,000 lb time capsule on June 7 atop Casey’s Hill on Pleasant Valley 
Road.
	 The 30 by 80 foot sealed concrete vault contained hundreds of items and was buried in a brief 
ceremony. The capsule is to remain sealed for 50 years. Among the items included in the capsule were 
sports and electronic equipment, letters from children at Underhill Central and the ID School about 
what they think life will be like, town reports, and information from churches, clubs and other organi-
zations.
	 Underhill celebrated the 250th anniversary of receiving its royal charter as a town on June 7, 
2013. The capsule burial was the final work of the town’s anniversary committee. (Free Press staff)



Rick Heh, chairman of the 250th anniversary committee, 
reads the dedication.                      photo Ted Tedford

Items to be included in the capsule are seen in the Town Hall, with the event committee in the background.
Left to right: Ted Tedford, Rick Heh, Irene Linde, Nate Sullivan, Gael Boardman, Kurt Johnson.



Mike Diffenderfer, center, Pam Billings, far left, their children, local residents and town officials 
share the task of shoveling dirt to cover the capsule.                                              photo Rick Heh

Rick Heh, Kurt Johnson, Irene Linde and Gael Boardman
pause for a photo at the town garage while loading items
into the vault.                                     photo Rick Heh

Kurt Johnson is lowered via excavator bucket 
into a 9 foot hole, so he can square off the cor-
ners and edges in order to fit the time capsule.



                   Project coordinator Mary Hill displaying two of the 40+ two sided 
                    banners hung throughout Underhill beginning in 2013.

Time Capsule Contents



           UNDERHILL 250th Time Capsule
(Items included in the +/- 3,000lb concrete vault capsule)

Technology Town Items Sports Schools Schools Fire Dept

Dell Laptop comp. Windows-7  Town report Baseball - hard ball(s) Underhill ID Und. Central Sch. 100th Anniversary publication

I phone 2012 ballot Ultimate frisbee Student predictions Student predictions 911 medal

flip phone 250th T shirts roller blades         for the future         for the future 100th T shirt & mug

land line phone 250th banners Football faculty/staff pic Autographed baseball

Sony Cybershot digital camera 250th town pic Baskeball school calendar Photo book

Minolta (film) Camera Photos around town Soccer ball Lunch menu other

Calculator 2010 Town plan Titlest Golf balls text books Miscellaneous
Crank LED flashlight (2) Darts Dog tags

iPod Docking station & speakers Tennis balls - Penn MMU High School Candy - M&M's, twizzlers

VHS/DVD player Shuttle cocks - badmitten Yearbook 2013 Town Photo (700+ town folk)

flash drive Switchback bottle

Heady Topper beer can

Vt related T-shirts

Appliances Media United Church Toys Letters written Sun glasses (4 pr)

of Underhill              by Rolls of 2013 Coinage, Bills &

Hair dryer Mtn Gazette issues Spider-Man- Action figure    Parents to their   Vt commerative quarters (40) 

Electric Dryer Seven Days Harvest Market 2003-13 Radio control truck children and Popular cereals (4 bx)

Electric Clock Many many different Harvest Market 35th dvd Barbie dolls (2) Bowling ball, Kiss album (what?)

Digital Clock     current magazines United church of Underhill Crayons 15ft  250th Celebration banner

Keurig Coffee maker Betty Moore History of Coloring book Dedication Pringles potato chips

Toaster   Underhill chapters & the Popular movies game  read prior to burial on The Psychology of Winning

Light bulbs (incandecent)    Moore family history Scouts Lego - childs train    June 7 by R.Heh.      - cassette & course materials

Light bulbs (energy saver) Captain Philips movie DVD handbook Lego - Ninjaq warcraft            and Pkg of mechanical pencils

Stapler Store adds & various  roster Lego - Disney Princess other documents assoc. Pkg of Georgia Pacific paper

    price lists troop pic Disney Princess pom-poms    with the burial. Tooth paste (2), tooth brushes

Flyers, calendars & info. neckerchief / patch Hot Wheels (2) cars Hunting & Fishing liciences

    from local businesses Game - on Current movies Stamps

Town Phone book Ben & Jerry's cartons

Fairpoint phone book

Underhill 250th Time Capsule
Items included in the +/- 3,000 lb concrete vault capsule
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                                   LETTER to:  Underhill Town Residents on 2063 
 
 
 

Dear Friends, neighbors and descendants of Underhill: 
 
               If you are reading this, then we are somewhat successful. Fifty years ago we 
celebrated Underhill’s 250th birthday by looking back and musing ahead. We wonder if at the 
town’s 300th anniversary you will do the same. 
 What you have come across here are out musings. This time capsule was a community 
effort to gather and show you a little of Underhill and the world in 2013. There is nothing of 
great economic value herein, sorry … but we have assembled some things that might give you 
a glimpse of our era and some of our guesses as to what you might be dealing with 50 years 
hence. 

These items break down into several categories, the town, schools, churches, 
organizations, sports, games, toys, technology, fashion, publications, politics, food and 
economics. 

We committed these things with community support and ceremony and we are hoping 
you will recover them in the same way. We hope that before dispersal or disposal you will be 
able to display these pieces of the past in a local public place, the Town Hall, or a school with 
some support from the entities involved – schools, churches, etc. 

We hope that our school children’s’ predictions will be shared with current students 
(and maybe) by the media. We hope you will contribute the town and community items to the 
town historical society. The technology things will surely be inoperative artifacts; we trust 
you to find good homes for them. (We wonder if any of them will still work). The sports 
items, games and toys should be auctioned off to benefit the historical society which we hope 
will still be thriving. 

We have had fun celebrating our community at 250 years of age. It was good getting 
all of our residents to think of Underhill as our home town. It’s a good town. Our wishes go 
forward to you, hoping that you love and respect Underhill in 2063 as we did in 2013. If you 
consider a time capsule of your own, please include this picture of us taken during our 250th 
birthday. We would like to be a part. 

 
                       Best wishes and good luck. 
 
                               We folks of Underhill, 2013 
 
 
 
                                                                            Read by Rick Heh - June 7, 2014 

 
 













 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         Plentiful news articles publicizing 250 Celebration events  
                                       throughout the year 
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Like us on Facebook - Did you miss the deadline? Send your 
info along and we will post it on Facebook. Tell your friends! Don’t Miss Your chance!

WANTED changes to your information for the

Jericho-Underhill
Community Directory

Send information to mtgazette@earthlink.net

ACCORDING TO FAIRPOINT - THEY HAVE GONE PAPERLESS.
We will not be receiving any phone books but are told to use 411 or their internet services.

Help update the Jericho Underhill Phone Book. Email us your correct phone number, cell number 
and/or your email address. Send your information to Brenda Boutin at mtgazette@earthlink.net.

Mater Christi School middle school students performed Larceny and Old Lace, a play by Van 
Vandagriff, to a delighted audience on Friday, April 11. The play, a spoof of Arsenic and Old 
Lace, was directed by Ms. Kristen King, drama director at MCS. The cast: back row, from left: 
Vanessa George, Burlington; Ethan McCabe, South Burlington; Oceana Reardon, Winooski; 
Liam Hariri, South Burlington; Jennifer Delaricheliere, St. Albans; Isabel Kline, South
Hero; Rebecca Ludden, Essex Junction; Zach Thompson, Burlington; Caitlin Salmon, Essex 
Junction; Ms. Kristen King, Play Director; Ana Sells, Essex Junction. Front row, from left: 
Hannah Cawley, Colchester; Morgan Cieslak, Hinesburg; Tracy Ferguson, South Burlington; 

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Mater Christi students perform Larceny and Old Lace
By Phyl Newbeck

Special to the Mountain Gazette
On July 12, 2011, 12-year-old Bentley Seifer 

drowned while swimming at the Bolton Potholes. 
Since that time his father, Bruce Seifer, has 
been on a mission to educate Vermonters about 
the dangers of swimming holes. According to 
the U.S. Center for Disease Control, roughly 
ten people die every day from unintentional 
drowning, with two of those deaths coming from 
children 14 or younger. Drowning is the fifth 
leading cause of unintentional injury death in the 
country. Two and a half years ago, Seifer became 
part of a state-wide task force with the goal of 
reducing those numbers in Vermont. The task 
force includes representatives from the Agency 
of Natural Resources, the Department of Health, 
and the Vermont River Conservancy.

Mark Kolter, another member of the task 
force, spoke to the Bolton Select Board on 
Monday, April 14. Records indicate that there 
have been five deaths at the Bolton Potholes and 
the task force believes posting a sign near the 
swimming hole providing information on those 
deaths would be a powerful message regarding 
the danger of the site. Kolter said that after a sign 
was posted at the Huntington Gorge the number 
of annual deaths declined, although he realizes 
the reduction is not statistically significant. The 
task force has identified six swimming holes 
across the state where they would like to see 
signs posted.

Select Board member Josh Arneson said the 
presentation was well received but the Board had 
questions about the placement of the sign. In the 
past, swimmers used to park on the Access Road 
but the town blocked that access with guard rails 
due to safety concerns for pedestrians. Although 
some people still access the Potholes from the 
road most park at the Smilie School, so the Select 
Board felt it made sense to put the sign there. 
Arneson noted that there was some concern 
that posting a sign would create a greater safety 
hazard by advertising the swimming hole’s 
existence to those who are unfamiliar with it, 
but added that providing the names and ages of 
those who died at the location could help make 
swimmers more cautious or convince them to 
try another location. The Potholes are on private 
property so the town does not have much control 
over the situation.

Kolter said the only negative comment 
during his presentation came from one audience 

Safety at the Bolton Potholes
member who believed that posting a sign would 
encourage swimmers, and vowed to petition 
against the idea. Kolter recognizes that the 
town-owned land where swimmers used to park 
is not the best location for a sign due to logistical 
concerns and the fact that it is not the primary 
access point. Although most swimmers park at 
the Smilie School, the group is hesitant to put 
a sign about death at that location. Instead, they 
plan to talk to the Potholes landowner in the 
hope that he will allow the placement of a sign 
directly at the swimming hole.

Kolter said the task force would like to use 
several approaches to promote swimming 
hole safety. One plan is a public relations 
campaign with a website and an annual series of 
advertisements tailored to the time when people 
are most likely to engage in risky swimming 
behavior, such as Memorial Day and the Fourth 
of July. Seifer hopes the ad campaign can be 
used to educate people about the changing 
dynamics of weather in Vermont. “It can rain 
heavily in one part of the state and be sunny and 
dry in another,” he said. “People don’t realize 
that sometimes there are microclimates and 
different areas have different weather patterns.” 
Seifer recognizes that lifeguards can’t be posted 
at each swimming hole, but he would like to see 
some rescue equipment on site. He recognizes 
that this would raise a number of questions 
regarding who maintains and is in charge of that 
equipment, but thinks it’s a conversation worth 
having. “We’re getting much more rainfall due 
to climate change,” he said “and people need to 
be aware of the dangers that can create.”

There are some basic tips people can follow 
when using swimming holes:

Never dive into unknown waters. Don’t 
even jump unless you have checked the 
depth in the immediate place you are 
jumping.
Don’t swim alone.
Don’t drink alcohol and swim.
Don’t climb or swim above or alongside a 
waterfall.
Don’t use glass beverage containers. 
Never go barefoot.
Never try to stand up in swiftly moving 
water above your knees. Go with the flow; 
float on your back, feet downstream, until 
the current slackens.

Swimming weather will be arriving soon. 
Stay safe.

Donate items for Underhill time capsule
By Ted Tedford

Underhill’s 250th Anniversary Committee is 
urging town residents to donate articles for a 
time capsule to be buried Saturday, June 7, atop 
Casey’s Hill on Pleasant Valley Road.

Committee Chairman Rick Heh and member 
Kurt Johnson said the committee seeks a variety 
of items, some that people may not think at first 
should go into the capsule but would be viewed 
with great interest 50 years from now when it 
is opened.

What is the committee seeking for the capsule? 
Some suggestions: pictures of activities during 
2013 and up to June 2014, popular children’s 
toys of this era, sports equipment, programs for 

plays or other events that took place in 2013, 
a 2013 yearbook from Mount Mansfield Union 
High School, and anything else that would show 
what Underhill residents did, bought, used, or 
saved during the early part of this decade.

Nate Sullivan is making arrangements for 
the vault and for its burial. After the capsule is 
buried atop Casey’s Hill, a large, heavy metal 
marker will cover its location. No time has been 
set for the ceremony. The committee members 
hope students will help donate articles and take 
part in the ceremony. “It is they, our committee 
hopes, who will open the capsule five decades 
from now,” said Heh.

No. Underhill Cemetery 
Assoc. to hold meeting
The North Underhill Cemetery Association cares 
for the cemetery on Poker Hill Road. Aside from 
the regular grounds maintenance that is needed, 
the association sees to monument and other 
repairs as needed, as when a tree falls on a fence. 
Beginning last fall, the association coordinated 
Eagle Scout candidate Justin Isabelle’s planning 
for work he will complete this year as part of 
his service requirement. And last year, two 
Underhill residents were laid to rest in the North 
Underhill Cemetery.
In their May 4, 2013 annual meeting, the 
association conducted business ranging from 
the repair of granite monuments, to investing 
funds of the Wilma Clark Trust Fund. This 
year’s meeting will be held Saturday, May 3, 
9:00 AM, at Clark’s Truck Center in Jericho. For 
more information, please call Treasurer Randy 
H. Clark, 802-899-3753 x105, or go online to 
www.northunderhillcemetery.com, where you 
can also complete a form to receive an electronic 
newsletter.

The Underhill Town Plan is getting an 
update. The Planning Commission is currently 
reviewing and updating the 2010 Underhill 
Town Plan and would like your input. The Town 
Plan identifies goals and strategies for the long 
range planning and development of Underhill 
and serves as guidance to town leaders. The 
Planning Commission wants to create a Town 
Plan that reflects the shared vision for Underhill 
and that provides clear direction on important 
community issues. Your participation, guidance, 
and feedback will help do that.

In Vermont, Town Plans are required, by 
statute, to be updated every five years and to 
include a current description of the community, 
an analysis of what facilities and services will be 
needed in the future, and a vision for the town’s 
future. Perhaps most importantly, the Town Plan 
charts a course for Underhill and includes a set 
of priorities for what can or should be done to 
achieve the vision of the community.

The Planning Commission will be providing 
ample opportunities for the community to get 
involved, share ideas, and provide feedback. 
Each month the Planning Commission will 
discuss and update a chapter from the Town 
Plan as follows: March/April - Land Use; 
May - Services; June - Infrastructure; July - 
Transportation; August - Housing; September - 
Economic Development; October - Recreation.

The Planning Commission will be working 
with the Conservation Commission and the 

Energy Committee to update the Natural 
Resources and Energy chapters. If you’re 
interested in participating but cannot attend a 
meeting, please contact the Planning & Zoning 
Administrator to share your ideas. Draft chapters 
will be available in the near future at the Town 
Hall and posted on the town website www.
underhillvt.gov/ for public review and comment.

The Underhill Planning Commission is an 
appointed commission charged with the long-
range planning, conservation, and development 
of the town. The Planning Commission sets goals 
and policies and works with the Development 
Review Board (DRB) to implement the Unified 
Land Use & Development Regulations and 
the Town Plan. The Commission also works 
with the Selectboard and other town boards 
and departments to ensure that the goals 
and recommendations of the Town Plan are 
implemented.

The Planning Commission meets at 6:30 PM 
on the first and third Wednesdays of the month 
at the Town Hall. All Planning Commission 
meetings are open to the public. For more 
information regarding the process of updating 
the Town Plan, visit the Town of Underhill 
website at www.underhillvt.gov/. For more 
information or to participate in the Town Plan 
update process, please contact Planning & 
Zoning Administrator at 899-4434 x 106 or 
underhillzoning@comcast.net.

Help Underhill PC revise the Town Plan

5K Fun Run/Jiggety Jog 

Respite House
Please join in the Vermont Respite House 

5K Fun Run and Jiggety Jog on Saturday, May 
10 at the Allen Brook School, 497 Talcott Rd., 
Williston. This event is the largest fundraiser 
for the VNA’s Respite House, Vermont’s only 
Medicare-certified hospice home.art of this day 
with you.

Day-of-event registration begins at 8:00 
AM. The timed race begins promptly at 9:00 
AM, with the Jiggety Jog starting immediately 
after. The awards ceremony follows the race to 
honor top fundraisers and top runners in all age 
categories. The $20 registration fee is applied 
toward your fundraising total. Raise $100 in 
pledges and receive a Fun Run t-shirt. Raise 
$1000 or more and become a member of the 
Jiggety Jog Club.

For more information about Vermont Respite 
House and the 5K Fun Run and Jiggety Jog, 
please contact, Maria McGrath, 802-860-4435 
or www.vnacares.org/run.
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Vermont 4H Shooting Sports held their annual jamboree July 
19-21, 2013, in Pawlet, Vermont. The weekend-long event consists 
of camping, teambuilding activities, competition, and awards. 
This year the Underhill Club was represented by seven members 
and brought home a total of 16 medals. Those participants were: 
Austin Tremblay, Justin Martin, Corey Clark, Olivia Abair, Eli 
Beinner-Desranleau, Bethany and Evan Demuynck, along with 
leaders Don Martin and Steve Haupt.

Participants from throughout Vermont 4H shooting clubs 
compete against each other in six disciplines: Shotgun, .22 
Rifle, Pistol (air & .22), Seneca Run, Archery, and Hunting and 
Orienteering. They compete according to age groups: novice (8-
11), juniors (12-14), and seniors (15-18).

Awards won by Mt. Mansfield Pioneers:

SENIORS:
Austin Tremblay - Silver in Pistol, 4th in Shotgun
Justin Martin – Silver in Seneca Run, Bronze in Shotgun, 4th in 

Hunting and Orienteering
Bethany Demuynck – Silver in .22 Rifle
JUNIORS:
Corey Clark – Gold in Shotgun, Gold in Air Pistol, Bronze in 

Overall Junior Level
Olivia Abair – 4th in Hunting and Orienteering, 4th in Air Pistol
NOVICE:
Eli Beinner-Desranleau – Gold in Shotgun, Silver in Air Pistol, 

Bronze in Archery, Bronze in Hunting and Orienteering, and 
Overall Novice Honorable Mention

Congratulations to all!

the Westford 
Town Commons

By Phyl Newbeck

Back in the mid 2000’s the Select Board of Westford created 
a Town Center Committee with a mission of looking at traffic 
calming and pedestrian safety around the Town Commons.  The 
committee explored a variety of options but the geometry of 
Route 128 and its poor sight lines made many ideas impractical.  
Eventually they decided the best way to make a pedestrian-
friendly Town Center was to use passive techniques such as the 
planting of trees along the roadside.

Alas, even the simple planting of trees turns out not be to so 
simple.  The recession hit and Westford was forced to put the 
tree-planting plans on the back-burner while spending money 
on other needed pieces of infrastructure.  This spring, Westford 
resident Jeff Hutchins of the Richmond firm Landshapes walked 
into the town office looking for a building permit for a barn.  Talk 
turned to the trees he had planted at his residence and Zoning 
Administrator Kate Lalley expressed the town’s desire to plant 
trees at the Commons.  Hutchins had established a nursery in 
conjunction with his landscaping business and invited Lalley, a 
landscape architect in her own right, to take a look.

Hutchins didn’t have all the desired trees at the nursery but 
decided to add the ones Lalley wanted.  In particular, Westford 
wanted a signature tree next to the gazebo and eventually settled 
on a horse chestnut.  That tree is the only one which hasn’t been 
planted yet, but it will be put in the ground either this fall or next 
spring.  Horse chestnuts have beautiful blossoms in the spring 
time which will complement the gazebo.

Now, thanks to both donated trees and donated labor, the 
Westford Town Commons is lined with beautiful swamp oaks 
and autumn blaze maples.  Landshapes provided both the trees 
and the people power to plant, fertilize and mulch the trees and 
create an entirely new look on the Town Commons.  “It’s just 
astounding the difference that was made in one day,” said Manka.  
“We’re so grateful because who knows when we would have been 
able to afford it.” To make sure the trees stay healthy and strong, 
the Pouliot family of Westford donated a watering tank. 

“I’ve been in business for 26 years,” said Hutchins “and it’s 
been up and down and up and down.  We made it through the 
recession and I’ve been fairly fortunate.  I was happy to be in 
the position where I could make a donation.”  Manka thinks the 
planting of trees will start a chain reaction.  “You spruce up the 
Commons and there’s a trickle effect,” she said.  “Something will 
happen and then something else will happen and it will just keep 
going.”  In fact, other changes have already taken place.  The 
Highway Department built a new parking lot for the town library 
and Westford has just purchased a new swing set which will be 
installed by volunteers.  “We’ve got all these little projects,” said 
Manka “but this makes everything stand out.  It’s amazing the 
difference it’s already made.”

Landshapes works all over the state which has given Hutchins 
an appreciation of the old-style Vermont Town Commons.  “The 
old town centers are very important,” he said.  “They give you 
a feeling of home.”  Hutchins likes the idea that Landshapes’ 
donation is something that will be in place for generations.  “If 
you’re ever going to donate to a cause,” he said “it’s good to 
donate something that lives on.  What a chance to affect a lot of 
people’s lives very simply and for a very long time.”
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Richmond Depot 

-- Project Includes Stormwater Improvements –
On Town Meeting Day in March, Town residents approved 

funding for the construction of a new parking lot at 53 Depot 
Street. The project, which is supported by the Richmond 
Economic Development Committee and local businesses, will 
bring additional much-needed safe parking off the main business 
block in Richmond village, with 21 new parking spaces, curbing 
and paving for 14 existing parallel spaces along Depot Street, and 
new rain gardens and other stormwater improvements.

Since Town Meeting Day, planning on the project has 
proceeded in a number of ways including holding informational 
meetings with the neighbors, preparing final plans for the parking 
facility and stormwater improvements, obtaining conditional use 
review approval from the Development Review Board (DRB), 
getting final approval from the Selectboard, and sending bid 
materials to contractors. Construction bids are expected by mid-
August and, if all goes smoothly, the parking lot facility will be 
constructed and ready for occupancy by late November.

In recognition of the importance of taking steps to reduce the 
impact of stormwater in Richmond village, the Town of Richmond 
received $35,000 in funding through the Vermont Department 
of Environmental Conservation’s Ecosystem Restoration Grant 
Program for the construction of rain gardens, pervious pavement, 
French drains, and other stormwater improvement details for 
the project. Those features are designed to treat stormwater on 
the parking lot parcel, rather than allow untreated stormwater 
to travel through other parcels into the Winooski River. In 
addition, the Town of Richmond received a $1,500 grant from 
the Preservation Trust of Vermont for tree planting for the Depot 
Street parking lot.

For more information about the Depot Street parking facility, 
contact Geoff Urbanik, Town

Manager at 434-5170 or townmgr@gmavt.net.

Underhill Town News
Peppery Porker to please the public – Fall Pig Roast - 

The 250 Anniversary Committee, formed to commemorate 
Underhill’s incorporation as a Town, is still busy! The enthusiastic 
numbers for the Town Party convinced us that we should keep the 
momentum going, right to the end of the 250th year: 2013.  One 
way to do that is to take advantage of the skills of one of our 
committee members: Nate Sullivan.  He has volunteered, not only 
his expertise on how to roast a pig to a crinkly-skinned perfection, 
but the pig itself.

September 14,  Fall Pig Roast, Connell’s Barn, Krug Road, 
Underhill Center - Come at 2:00 PM to watch the chef at work; 
servings will be ready at approximately 3:00 PM. Corn on the 
cob will be done by the committee. We are asking for donations 
of salads and desserts. No reservations are necessary. BYOB. If 
you can bring chairs, stools and light tables, that would be a good 
idea. We are arranging ample parking. Please call any committee 
member for more details: Sandy Gillim, 3106; Irene Linde, 4734; 
Rick Heh, 2747; Gael Boardman, 2260; Ted Tedford, 4447; Sue 
Kusserow, 2215 Mike McKnight, 4185; Nate Sullivan, 4732. 
What a great way to celebrate our Town!

We also have plans right through December 2013:
October 12:  Bus Tours to historical sites, with tea and cookies 

at our last stop. By donation and reservation; more details later.
October 30: Vince Feeney, The Irish in Underhill, Rawson 

Library
Mid-November: Michael Mcknight: The Philosophical views 

of Ethan Allen, Rawson Library
Early December: Contra Dance

Cub Scout Pack 620 is now registering for the 2013-2014 year. 
For over 47 years, Cub Scouting has enjoyed a rich tradition in 
the Jericho and Underhill communities. Pack 620 now serves 
Jericho Elementary, Underhill ID and Underhill Central schools.

Cub Scouting offers a family oriented program for boys in 
grades 1-5 that combines fun with educational activities and 
lifelong values. In Cub Scouting, boys learn ideals like honesty, 
bravery, and respect. These values help boys make constructive 
decisions throughout their lifetimes and give them the confidence 
they need to grow and develop.

If you missed our registration day earlier this month, please 
join us for another sign-up day at Browns River Middle School 
on Friday September 13 from 5:30 to 6:30 PM. Or feel free to 
contact us at 899-5319, email at Cubpack620@aol.com, or visit 
us at www.Pack620.com.

Have you picked up your phone book - check local businesses for a copy.
Harvest Market is at the end of September; plan your advertising now!



Ed & Betty Moore, Daughter in law Deb Moore & son Kurk, Rick Heh along with 800 
town residents prepare for the taking of 2013 Town Photo by Martin Mile.

Road Foreman Nate Sullivan on one of thirty some local tractors passing by Town Hall 
during the June 8, 2013 Parade.



Ted Tedford dressed as a Colonial Patriot, with daughter Laurie enjoying the 250th An-
niversary festivities.

Colorful chalk art 250th celebration day agenda by Abbi Jaffe



 Beautifully restored ‘one lunger’ single cylinder gas engine on display amongst other   
 antique farm equipment.

Side by side tractors driven by Wendy Guay and her son Nate in the June 8, 2013 Parade. 




