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~~ Downhill Skiing 

	 Serious winter sports began in Underhill in 1937 when State Forester, Perry Merrill, engaged 
the CCC to clear the Teardrop Trail* on the western side of the mountain. The trail was designed and 
supervised by master trail designer and engineer, Charles D.  Lord. It ran from the Nosedive Trail on 
the top of the mountain in Stowe to the ‘Green Camp’ at Underhill State Park. The Corps built a warm-
ing hut near the Halfway House and enlarged the parking lot. Subsequently, they also cleared an open 
slope for beginners (elevation 2500 feet), the Halfway House Run, the Stevens Trail and the Overland 
Trail, connecting through Nebraska Notch with Bruce Run on the Stowe side.   

	  Sepp Ruschp, a well known skier and instructor, newly arrived in Stowe from Austria, scouted 
both sides of Mount Mansfield for possible downhill ski areas. He identified as a promising site the 
bowl-shaped hillsides on Stevensville Road, located on the Egan Farm. (The elevation is such that it 
can be raining in Underhill Center and snowing as soon as the ski slope is reached.) In 1937 Lawrence 
Egan, Lawrence Casey, Giles Willey and Jesse Holmes collaborated to install an 800 foot rope tow on 
the Stevensville hillside, along with some lights for skiing at night. The four men founded the Under-
hill Winter Sports Club and ‘The Snow Bowl’ became popular with local skiers. The tow ticket cost 75 
cents, including nights (50 cents for Underhill Winter Sports Club members); single rides were 10 cents.  
Instruction was available and Sepp Ruschp even taught from time to time.   

	  Advertising brochures described the skiing facilities on the western side of Mount Mansfield in 
glowing terms (average snowfall 110 inches). “Skiing for every type of skier, floodlighted slopes, mod-
ern shelter house, 800 foot rope tow, reasonable lodging rates with accommodations for 500 skiers.”  
The skiing was 30 minutes drive from Burlington and bus service connected Burlington air travelers and 
Essex Junction railroad travelers with Underhill Center. Canadian Colonial Airways provided ski planes 
from LaGuardia airport to Burlington. There was a “Ski Meister” train with special sleepers from Grand 
Central Station on Friday nights from December through April with reduced round trip Pullman and rail 
fares. The Montrealer and the Vermonter serviced Pennsylvania Station. 
 
               Underhill Center was advertised as “A Winter Vacation Paradise” and “A Mount Mansfield Play-
ground”.  “Situated at the foot of Mt Mansfield on the western side where open slope and cross country 
skiing is unlimited and where the lower slopes of all mountain trails are for novice and intermediate ski-
ers, where you can drive half way up Mt Mansfield all through the winter and there be only one and one 
quarter miles from the summit, at which spot the Tear Drop Trail connects with the Nose Dive.”

	   The village of Underhill Center became a destination with local inns and private homes provid-
ing lodging. Mt Mansfield Inn at Underhill Center, Shannon’s on Stevensville Road, Bakers Lodge on the 
River Road, and The Pleasant Valley Lodge were featured in special brochures. They were operated by 
Vermont families, noted for delicious meals and homey, modern accommodations. Rates were $3.00 
per day, $15 -$25.00 per week. 
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*The name derived from the tears that devloped speeding down the steep windy top of the trail.

1



Ski Jump - State Park c. 1941
2



Ski Jump - State Park c. 1941

3



4



5



6



7



8



Both UVM and Vermont State Intermural winter sports events were held on the Underhill side of 
the mountain. In February 1941 the UVM Outing Club hosted more than 100 skiers, representing 21 
colleges from New England, New York and Montreal for the annual Intercollegiate Ski Union Meet. 
UVM senior, Dorothea Smith (later Mrs. John Hanna of Underhill Center) chaired the program, 
which included down hill, slalom, cross country and ski jumping events. Dorothea actually raised 
the funds for the ski jump, built on the west side of the Halfway House. Her younger sister, Julia, 
(later Mrs. Robert Northrup of Underhill Center) got time off from her Burlington school to serve 
as ‘bib handler’ for the racers. It was an exciting time for everyone involved and a big event for 
Underhill Center.  

	 In October 1941 the Underhill Winter Sports Club was busy preparing for the coming ski 
season.The State Forestry Dept had hired a crew of men to clear a pathway for a ski tow to run 
from the Mountain Road extension 800 feet up to the start of the Halfway Trail. A second tow was 
to start where the first tow ended and go another 1000 feet carrying skiers to an elevation of 3000 
feet where several trails lead down to the Halfway trail and the road. Construction of a new shel-
ter house was also under way. The Underhill Winter Sports Club was to have concessions for the 
tows and shelter house, with profits going into a fund to improve the trails and keep them in the 
best of condition.  Members of the Club were working weekends to re-grade the landing surface 
of the ski jump. Plans had been made to change the location of the upper part of the Tear Drop to 
protect it from the wind and make it possible to connect directly to the Nose Dive on the east side 
of the mountain.  

        Then on December 7, 194l World War II began. The CCC was disbanded, every able bod-
ied man joined the armed services and all plans for developing the mountain were abandoned. 
During the five years of the war, the ski jump and ski trails fell into disrepair, as did the Halfway 
House. When the war was over, volunteers groomed the Tear Drop Trail to make it possible to ski 
and extended the trail to the end of Stevensville Road, but with the grand new development on 
the Stowe side, the vaunted ski destination on the western side of the mountain was no longer 
viable. In the winter of 1948, however, Underhill Center enjoyed one more large intermural ski 
event hosted by UVM. The participants were bussed in from Burlington and a team of local folks 
helped Emmy Durbrow serve lunch to all the crowd. 

	  In 1946, the Durbrow family had purchased the Underhill Farm, formerly the Egan Farm, 
with the rope tow still intact, and had begun again the operation of  the Underhill Ski Bowl. It 
became a community gathering place for 36 years, where several  generations of  young skiers be-
came experts in the sport and Billy Kidd, Julie Wolcott and Chantal Knapp were to go on to nation-
al competition. The volunteer Ski Patrol was  headed by Merrill Canedy and insured a safe place 
to leave young children for the day.  The Shelter House, managed by Emmy Durbrow, provided 
lunches and a warm place to dry out. Night lights allowed skiing after dark and New Year’s Eve 
was the occasion for special parties and sometimes torch light ski runs. Special children’s races 
and events were planned throughout the season. For several years the Ski Bowl was operated 
by Carl and Louise McClellan. In 1965, after years of shredded mittens and jackets,  Bil Durbrow 
installed a state-of-the-art Poma lift. For years the Underhill Ski Bowl was shown on all the maps 
of Vermont. When in the spring of 1982,  it was announced that the Underhill Ski Bowl  was  to be 
closed , a victim of skyrocketing insurance rates and increased costs, it was indeed a sad time for  
the community. A treasured community institution was gone. But a video of the Ski Bowl era was 
made by Grant Allendorf and copies are in the Ski Museum in Stowe and the Deborah Rawson 
Library.  
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UVM - 1941
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~~Cross Country Skiing 	

 	 Starting about 1962 there began a new enthusiasm for the ancient Nordic tradition of cross 
country skiing. The sport required different muscles from downhill skiing, the clothing was simple 
and the equipment inexpensive. In Underhill the sport was initiated by Dot and Lew Evans at their 
home called ‘Edgemont’ on the Mountain Road. They laid out a trail on their land which ran around 
the side of the mountain, level in some areas, across a brook, and including some narrow downhill 
schusses, challenging for the best of skiers. In 1965 they started the Edgemont Race, which be-
came a popular yearly event. In 1968 the race included skiers from UVM, Middlebury, Williams, and 
Skidmore Colleges, along with men, women and children trying out their skills. (Dave Hosmer of 
UVM won the race setting a new course record of 28 minutes, 40 seconds. Dr. John Bland won the 
Fred Smith trophy in the over 50 age group class.) The races ended with refreshments in the cellar 
of the Evans home. Sadly, the Edgemont races became too popular to sustain and were given up in 
1975.

	 Meanwhile, in the early ‘60s some really avid cross country skiers began clearing an old 
logging road that ran across the mountain above Pleasant Valley from the Waugh basin.  (The so-
called ‘ Old Traverse Road ‘ had been built in the early 1890s by lumberman, Harmon Howard, to 
get his logs to market.) A marathon trail was created by extending the logging road to the Mountain 
Road near the State Park in Underhill Center and to the Smugglers Notch Ski Resort by the parking 
lot at Sterling Mountain.  In Underhill the narrow, marked trail winds through Deane Basin, across 
Potvin Hill, and the Proctor Maple Research property. Dr John Bland suggested as name for the 
trail, the Madonna Vasa, in honor of the legendary 16th century Swedish king, Gustavus Vasa, in 
whose memory a huge Nordic race, called the Vasa loppet is held each year. (The legend tells that 
Vasa led an uprising against the invading Danish King Christian II by skiing across a large part of the 
country (85 kilometers), stirring the people to action and he became King Gustavus I.)  In 1967 the 
Blands hosted the first race on the Vasa, which became an annual tradition.  In the days before the 
race, volunteers, especially the Shakespeares, Evans, Blands, and Wadhams, would pack out the 
trail and make sure it was properly marked.  The first two races hosted 16 hardy skiers.  Popularity 
of the race grew, and the competition grew to 120 racers in 10 different classes. Skiers came from 
Maine, New York and New Hampshire, from New England colleges and even the U.S. Olympic 
team. But after the race of 1975, the annual event was discontinued, mainly due to outside pres-
sures. However, a group of enthusiasts still try to keep the Vasa trail open for hardy skiers, the pres-
sure of housing development a constant challenge. 

	  Many other X-C ski trails have been created all over the town of Underhill by local skiers and 
property owners. Indeed, trails for cross country skiing and snowshoeing have become a hallmark 
of the community. 

BIATHLON

         Biathlon is a competitive sport combining XC skiing skill with expert marksmanship. The 
Ethan Allen Firing Range is home to the National Guard  biathlon program, and there are two 
world-class cross-country and biathlon facilities on site.  These have been host to several National 
Biathlon Championships.   The trails are used by the local Bill Koch Ski Club , as well as local high 
school and college teams.
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Cross Country Skiiers Race for Edgemont Cup

Dr. John Bland Betsy Evans

Virginia Davis Steve Ferland
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~Casey’s Hill

	 For generations, the  gently sloping open hillside on the corner of  Pleasant Valley and Moun-
tain Road with its magnificent view of Mt Mansfield  has been used for winter sledding.  Pictures of 
brightly clad children with assorted sliding equipment enjoying snow covered ‘Casey’s Hill’ have 
been featured in many Vermont publications. In 2005 the hill became a town-owned resource, to 
be maintained for sledding and skiing in perpetuity. ‘Casey’s Hill’ was ‘saved’, thanks to energetic 
fund-raising efforts by the Jericho-Underhill Land Trust, led by Livy Strong, and supported by con-
tributions from local residents, businesses, the Vermont Land Trust and a grant from the Vermont 
Housing and Conservation Board. It is truly a treasure for future generations.        
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~~ Preservation of Scenic Mount Mansfield

	  The happy circumstance that Underhill lies on the sunny side of Mount Mansfield helped to 
preserve the western exposure from rampant winter sports development. The glorious view of the 
pristine snow-clad mountain can be enjoyed as far away as Burlington and Underhill remains, as 
always, the scenic ‘Gateway to Mount Mansfield’.    

Sources: 
   Downhill Skiing -
   Mansfield - The Story of Vermont’s Loftiest Mountain,  Robert L. Hagerman. 1971
   Various ephemera, Estate of Roland and Mary Ellis, (courtesy Gael Boardman)

   UVM Intercollegiate Meet, 1941
   The Vermont Alumnus vol xx No. 5, 1941

   X-C Skiing
   - Edgemont Race, Burlington Free Press, February 8, 1968
   - Madonna Vasa, The Transcript, Morrisville, VT, February 14, 2000
   - The Ski Bowl, courtesy the Durbrow Family
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